
Rediscover your mountain – bring friends
When I ski by myself, or with 

my usual ski buddies, I don’t 
pay much notice to the greens 
and blues. Heck, I don’t even 
pay much notice to the blacks. 
The freshest snow and the 
most exciting lines are usual-
ly lurking off-piste, and that’s 
where I head first. Beyond the 
resort boundaries and in be-
tween the marked trails lies 
an infinity of skiing and riding 
treasures just waiting to be 
discovered.

But when I host friends from 
out of town, I rediscover the 
riches right before my eyes, 
the ones carefully labeled on 
signs and trail maps. Runs I’d 
otherwise pass up as a waste 
of time – the Rim Runs, the 

Robin/Wrens – sparkle with 
value the moment I view 
them as avenues to boost my 
companions’ confidence. It’s 
rewarding to serve as am-
bassador for guests lacking 
everyday access to the moun-
tains, and last weekend I had 
a grand opportunity.

Meet my guests
Isabel is a solid intermedi-

ate who’ll venture into un-
groomed terrain when the 
mood strikes. Dave is a novice 
(he only skied once before) 
with an athletic background 
and a spirit for fast-track im-
provement. Both pulled major 
strings to make their ski week-
end possible (Isabel lives car-

free in New York; Dave lives 
in Florida), and I felt a duty 
to give them the best possible 
experience.

We followed a classic pat-
tern: Sugarbush on Saturday, 
Mad River Glen on Sunday. At 
Sugarbush we kept mainly to 
groomers, hitting just about 
every green on the map plus 
several moderate blues. Our 
day at Mad River Glen began 
similarly, lapping the Bird-
land Chair all morning. Noth-
ing heroic, just patiently get-
ting our legs back.

Solve the puzzle
We could have stuck to 

groomers all weekend and 
my friends would have had a 
good time but not a great time. 
I needed a trail outside their 
comfort zone but just barely 
– something exciting, some-
thing memorable. If I picked 
a trail too difficult, they’d fall 
a lot and lose morale (plus 
they’d never trust me again). 
Having two skiers with un-
equal abilities intensified the 
challenge. It’s a puzzle ski/
ride instructors must solve 
routinely, a puzzle with differ-
ent answers for every student 
in every snow and weather 
condition.

On Sunday, the sun shone 
and the deep-packed powder 
beckoned and with some trep-
idation I led my buddies into 
Ice Palace. If you don’t know 
Ice Palace, ask any kid who’s 
been through the Mad River 

Glen Ski School. Set in a gen-
tly sloping forest surrounded 
by cliffs, it’s a beautiful, se-
cretive place and a sweet in-
troduction to tree skiing. The 
three of us skied through, cau-
tiously, unhurried. We came 
out all smiles.

After our conquest of Ice 
Palace, I could hardly hold 
my pals back. Dave made that 
great rite of passage: his first 
ride on the Single Chair. We 
skied down, they got right 
back in line for the Single 
without consulting, and I 
knew I had them hooked. For 
our last run, I chose parallel 
trails that allowed Dave to 
polish his turns on corduroy 
while Isabel tackled a pro-
gression of mogul fields. Bot-
tom of Catamount, Broadway/
Moody’s, Chipmunk/Porky, 
Lower Gazelle … we each did 
our own thing while staying 
close together.

My friends hit the road mid-
afternoon, thrilled at their 
progress and visibly upset 
they couldn’t stay longer. But 
as Calvin and Hobbes’ cartoon-
ist Bill Watterson said, it’s al-
ways better to leave the party 
early. If I did my job right 
as ambassador, Isabel and 
Dave left the ski area aching 
for more, and they’ll be back 
soon.

So what are you waiting for? 
Bring your friends, find some 
new gold on your mountain, 
and perhaps I’ll see you along 
the fall line.

By Scott Silverstein

Along the 
Fall Line
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Isabel Lopes and Dave Barnes carve happily on Robin/Wren.
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Spring Fling! 
Saturday, March 14

Relay Races at Noon.

CROSS COUNTRY CENTER

Colleen Mays Plays  
BBQ on the Deck 

Noon to 2pm

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF INVENTORY GO TO
WWW.SNOWFIREAUTO.COM UPDATED DAILY!

Central Vermont’s Source for Fine Pre-Owned Automobiles

100 US Rt 2, Waterbury, VT
“Clean Southern Pedigreed Vehicles”

  1-802-244-5606
1-800-287-5606

38,745 MILES 6-SPEED, FWD, CALLA LILY WHITE
EXTERIOR, AERO GRAY LEATHERETTE INTERIOR,
ABS, TRACTION CONTROL, STABILITY CONTROL,
NAVIGATION AID, CARFAX CERTIFIED, KEYLESS
ENTRY, LIFETIME ENGINE WARRANTY.

$14,950

2010 Volkswagen Routan

30,335 MILES SPORT, 6-SPEED, AWD, VARIABLE
TRANSMISSION, MERCURY GRAY, BLACK CLOTH,
BUCKET SEATS, ALLOY WHEELS, FOG LIGHTS,
CARFAX CERTIFIED, REMAINING FACTORY
WARRANTY PLUS LIFETIME ENGINE WARRANTY. 

$15,950

2013 Mitsubishi Outlander 

Snowfire
Specials
o’ the
Week

25% OFF
JEWELRY REPAIR*

All Performed by Our Master Jewelers and Graduate Gemologist

Jewelry and Watch Repair
Insurance and Estate Appraisals

Diamond Plotting and Stone Identification

91 Main Street, Stowe, VT
stowe@ferrojewelers.com
(802) 253-3033 
www.ferrojewelers.com

*VALID WITH THIS COUPON THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015.
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF REPAIR DROP-OFF.


