
In praise of Mad River Glen Ski & Ride School
Subzero temperatures and 

powder on packed powder 
this week; meteorologically 
speaking, winter is far from 
over. Unfortunately, the cal-
endar says it’s spring and ski 
areas must face the reality of 
staffing. Most kids’ programs 
have wrapped up for the sea-
son. Now is your last chance 
to enroll in a lesson and it’s 
not a bad time to improve 
your skills on steeps or in 
bumps, especially once we get 
a good corn cycle.

Now is also the time to 
thank those who made you 
better skiers and riders. This 
past year, Mad River Glen 
Ski School director Terry 
Barbour, a 30-year veteran of 
Professional Ski Instructors 
of America (PSIA), received 
the greatest accolade of all: 
PSIA’s Einar Aas Award for 
Excellence in Snowsports 
School Management. Terry 
recently took a few minutes to 
chat with me.

Your nickname is T-Bar. Who 
could ask for a better nickname 
for a skier?

Just before I came to Mad 
River Glen [in the 1990s] I was 
doing consulting with Ros-
signol and one of their snow-
board reps made my nick-
name. I never realized before. 
It’s cool because it’s part of 
skiing, and now it’s my email 
and the name of my [contract-
ing] business.

Where did you learn to ski? 
And to teach?

I learned to ski in Roches-
ter, NY, at a rope tow called 
Powder Mill Park. When we 
moved to Cortland, my step-
dad bought us passes to Greek 
Peak and I got hooked. After 
high school, a friend suggest-
ed I teach skiing there, so I 
tried it. At first they weren’t 
going to hire me because I 
was too quiet. But it ended up 
working out, and they named 
me Rookie of the Year. If they 
had said no way, who knows 
where my path would’ve 
gone?

Can you tell me your program 
goals?

I consider skiing a dance. 
A dance with gravity, a dance 
with the mountain. When I 
think about why I’m addicted 
to skiing, it’s the sensations I 
get. Our motto is to help peo-
ple develop that same passion 
for skiing and for the moun-
tain.

The kids’ programs are as-
tounding. What’s your secret?

Kids like to learn, but they 
don’t like to be taught. So we 
have to trick them. We take 
kids into bumps early on and 
trees. It gives them a reason to 
turn. Frequently a parent will 
say, “My kid’s in such-and-
such group at Killington,” and 
here we put them in a simi-

lar level group and they can’t 
keep up. I would put kids here 
up against kids anywhere.

How about your advice for 
adults?

If you pay attention to fun-
damentals, skiing is pretty 
easy and not stressful on the 
body. I can’t tell you how many 
people say, “I don’t do bumps, 

it hurts.” They hurt if you do 
them wrong, but not if you do 
them right. I look at bumps as 
turn facilitators. I also teach 
people to use gravity to their 
advantage. Gravity can be 
pretty mean to us sometimes, 
so it’s neat when you can feel 
light on the Earth.

I feel like just talking to you 
I’m learning to ski better. And 
I’m … advanced.

(Laughs.) That’s what’s cool 
about it; it doesn’t matter 
what level you’re at. When I 
go out and teach people, I’m 
learning too. I’m a forever 
student of the sport. I’ll never 
know all there is to know.

Is there any clinic you wish 
more people knew about?

Mad For Moguls. We show 
people an easier way to ski 
moguls. I have a great staff, 
and they can help so many 
people.

Which is the better mountain 
for learning to ski: Mad River 
Glen or Sugarbush?

From a beginner’s perspec-

tive, it’s probably easier to 
learn at Sugarbush. They have 
magic carpets. They have 
more true green terrain, by 
which I mean width of trail. 
But to really become a good 
skier, [Mad River Glen] is a 
better place to learn, I think. 
One advantage is you don’t 
have to worry about dodging 
people; the skier traffic is less. 
The other cool thing is the dip 
[on Easy Way]. You need to 
learn to read terrain and let 
your skis go sometimes.

Is there anything else you 
want to say?

You don’t have to be Hercu-
les to ski well. You can choose 
your attitude, and you can 
have a good day whenever the 
lifts are open and even when 
they’re not, skinning up! The 
world’s best all have coaches 
and get pointers; they’re al-
ways brushing up on funda-
mentals. A lesson can help 
any skier.

Yes, it’s never too late to 
learn something new. See you 
along the fall line.

By Scott Silverstein
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Charlie and Joey Roth, two students of Mad River Glen Ski School.

25% OFF
JEWELRY REPAIR*

All Performed by Our Master Jewelers and Graduate Gemologist

Jewelry and Watch Repair
Insurance and Estate Appraisals

Diamond Plotting and Stone Identification

91 Main Street, Stowe, VT
stowe@ferrojewelers.com
(802) 253-3033 
www.ferrojewelers.com

*VALID WITH THIS COUPON THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015.
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF REPAIR DROP-OFF.

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF INVENTORY GO TO
WWW.SNOWFIREAUTO.COM UPDATED DAILY!

Central Vermont’s Source for Fine Pre-Owned Automobiles

100 US Rt 2, Waterbury, VT
“Clean Southern Pedigreed Vehicles”

  1-802-244-5606
1-800-287-5606

17,971 MILES FWD, 6-SPEED AUTO OR 6-SPEED
MANUAL, 2.0L TURBO, HEATED SEATS/COLD
WEATHER PKG, PREMIUM SOUND, AUX
PORT/BLUETOOTH, ALLOY WHEELS, LOW MILE
TDI WAGON, FACTORY WARRANTY PLUS A
LIFETIME ENGINE WARRANTY.

$19,950

2012 VW Jetta TDI Sportwagen

29,339 MILES 6-SPEED, MOONROCK SILVER
METALLIC, BLACK LEATHER INTERIOR, AUTO,
FWD, PREMIUM, SUNROOF, CONVENIENCE &
COLD WEATHER PKGS, CARFAX CERTIFIED LOW
MILE VEHICLE, REMAINING FACTORY WARRANTY
PLUS LIFETIME ENGINE WARRANTY.

$17,950

2012 VW Jetta TDI Sedan
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