
Along the Fall Line

Last weekend’s hero-to-
zero conditions: This story 

has been told a thousand 
times before. It pains every 
skier and rider, but snow has 
a pesky way of melting when 
the weather gets warm. The 
source of our pleasure is 
ephemeral, forcing us into ac-
tion to enjoy it while it lasts.

Ski resorts, naturally, wel-
come any technology that 
might extend the season and 
keep snow on the hill longer. 
Here are a few.

PUMP IT
If you ski the East, you prob-

ably spend a lot of time on ar-
tificial snow. You would never 
mistake it for blower powder, 
but freshly frozen manmade 

snow approximates the dense 
natural snow that falls around 
here. And after a spring thaw 
cycle the crystal structure is 
virtually identical.

Very cold ambient air pro-
duces the best artificial snow 
because it freezes the crystals 
rapidly, before they get pul-
verized by a snow cat or a cus-
tomer. If the crystals do melt 
together, resorts have a limit-
ed ability to groom it out. But 
the best way to combat ice is 
to put more snow on top of it.

Therefore, if a resort has the 
budget and resources, it man-
ufactures snow as early and 
often as temperatures permit. 
Here that means mid-fall – 
Sugarbush started cranking 
in early November, extend-
ing the front end of its season 
and deepening the base to 
endure nonfrozen precipita-
tion. Thanks to snowmaking, 
Killington hosted a successful 
World Cup event last month 
(the first on the East Coast in 
25 years), while Beaver Creek 
had to cancel its event a week 
later. Take that, Colorado!

PRESERVE IT
In addition to being my first 

and most influential ski in-
structor, David Silverstein is 
a patent attorney. Ask my dad 
to name the most amusing in-
vention he’s ever worked on 
and he will point you to U.S. 
Patent 4,774,777, filed in 1988: 
“Method of Collecting, Pre-
serving and Repositioning 
Snow on a Ski Slope.”

The patent is, in essence, 
a snow blanket. When a ski 
slope closes in the spring, the 
remaining snow is pushed 
into piles (maybe with a snow 

cat) and covered with insulat-
ing materials. Then the ski 
area chooses when to uncover 
the snow and spread it out. 
Prototypes showed only 25 
percent loss of volume over a 
summer.

I will never know how the 
inventor proved its novelty, 
usefulness and nonobvious-
ness, but it’s available to any-
body now that the patent has 
expired. You could ski on 
the Fourth of July, perhaps, 
or claim the dubious first-to-
open title by riding on last 
year’s snow in September. 
The patent application does 
not address ecological effects 
like devegetation and erosion 
below the piles. Maybe that’s 
why it never caught on.

PRETEND IT
No doubt the search for 

things to ski on other than 
snow is as old as recreation-
al skiing itself. While Valley 
residents have been known to 
make turns on grass, materi-
als engineers have developed 
more commercially success-
ful snow-replacement surfac-
es. The oldest is called Den-
dix. It has a tough woven base 
like a natural-fiber doormat, 
with softer bristles sticking 
up. It is very hard on equip-
ment due to friction and of-
fers no cushion in the event of 
a fall. Exposed skin, beware.

An Italian company called 
Neveplast recently intro-
duced a game-changer: a 
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Transform your old fireplace with
Thin Stone Veneer

Applied over drywall or existing masonry, thin stone 
will bring new life to your living room. 

Contact us to learn more about genuine thin stone.

Mike Eramo Masonry
Granville, Vermont  802.767.3569
www.mikeeramomasonry.com

Residential & Commercial
Site Work

Road Construction
Foundation Excavation

Installation/Repairs
of Septic Systems

P.O. Box 1476
Waitsfield, VT 05673

kingsbury@madriver.com

www.kccvt.com

496-2205
Invest In Your Community
Buy Local

A New Book from Raven Croft Books

Poetry Through the Year
2017 Engagement Calendar

by Ann B. Day
available at:

The Tempest Book Shop in Waitsfield
or email the author at anninvt@gmavt.net

Ann B. Day is a longtime member of the Poetry Society 
 of Vermont and New Hampshire.

$14
+ postage

How to keep your snow

PREMIER LAND  
IN WARREN, VT 
Level home site with 
magnificent views to 
the south. 29 +/- acres. 
Leach field installed,  
driveway roughed in.  
5 minutes to Sugarbush 
Resort!      $95,000.

2-STORY FAYSTON CONDO
Top floor unit with cathedral ceilings in a popular, well 
maintained condo complex. Extra loft allows this condo to 
sleep 4. In excellent condition, with updated fixtures and 
wood floors.       $125,000.

802-583-4566

doug@madriver.com

105 Mad River Green, #9 
(above Bisbees)

LiveMadRiver.com

Live Vermont ...  
Live Mad River

RESIDENTIAL SALES  
VACATION SALES

REPRESENTING  
BUYERS AND SELLERS

Check out our website  LiveMadRiver.com

1800’s Farmhouse in the heart of the Mad River Valley. 
4+ bedrooms. Private meadow, onsite water system with 
town hookup at street. Commercial Zoning. Downtown 
living in historic Waitsfield Village. Leave your keys behind, 
the Mad River Valley is at your doorstep. $258,000.

Private and Accessible Home Site. 10+ acres in Waitsfield, 
15 minutes to Montpelier, 30 to Burlington. Road and 
power to site. Just bring your dreams. $98,500
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The Preserve It method.
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