
A skier’s pocket guide to Paradise
Legends are told many ways. 

This one usually begins with a 
newcomer’s first ride up the 
double chair at Mad River 
Glen. Skiing down Fox, your 
guide (be it parent, friend or 
instructor) will pause and ges-
ture right where the woods 
have just opened. “That,” 
they will say of the shockingly 
steep relief, “is Paradise.”

It’s one of the quirks of Mad 
River that the hardest trail 
empties onto the easiest. Poor 
planning? On the contrary, 
what the juxtaposition does is 
make Paradise accessible: It 
lets anybody say, “Someday I 
will ski that.” One reason this 
mountain breeds great skiers 
is because it puts the expert 
terrain in full view of begin-
ners, where it begs to be con-
quered.

The legend may claim this 
trail was once marked with 
a green circle sign. Or it’s se-

cretly a triple black diamond 
(though Mad River doesn’t 
even use double blacks in its 
rating system). But nobody 
will deny that Paradise is a 
special place, a rite of pas-
sage that enjoys name recog-
nition from Alta to Zermatt.

TAKE ME TO PARADISE
Your journey begins at the 

top of the Single Chair with 
a well-hidden single track 
off Fall Line. There is a trail 
sign, but it’s obscured by tree 
branches, perhaps intention-
ally. A rollercoaster ride 
through the woods, with two 
short uphill hikes, builds sus-
pense for the first real pitch. 
And what a pitch it is: 38 de-
grees steep, strewn with ice 
and rocks.

The legend includes a man-
datory ice cliff, between 5 
and 10 feet tall, depending on 
the storyteller. Truth be told, 

it’s not too scary and not all 
that mandatory. A route on 
the skier’s right lets you keep 
contact with the snow, and 
after a storm several chutes 
form down the rock itself. Of 

course, you’re also welcome 
to jump.

The next few turns might 
be gloriously creamy, or they 
might be a rat’s nest of bare 
spots and odd bumps. Either 
way, enjoy the views and el-
bow room, because you’re 
about to enter the woods. 
Most skiers get sucked left at 
the first tree island – it’s the 
widest opening – but there is a 
sweet line to the right as well. 
Veterans may take one of the 
cliffy openings in the middle 
for variety.

All ways come together at 
a flat spot – or at least it feels 
flat, at 25 degrees the mellow-
est point on the whole trail. 
This is a traditional meeting 
place and from here you have 
three options to proceed: left, 
right or center. Once again the 
left line is the most popular 
and offers the smoothest lines, 
but you pay for it with some 
icy ledges about 200 vertical 
feet down. You’ll find better 
cover on the right, although 
it’s tricky to build a rhythm – 
the trail seems to keep rolling 
one way or the other.

In between the left and right 
lies The Slot. Barely 5 feet 
wide, it’s a fair approxima-
tion of skiing a couloir. Time 

your turns well and you’ll be 
rewarded with an adrenaline 
rush like no other; miss a pole 
plant and you’ll careen into 
the trees.

Eventually, the three op-
tions merge again. The final 
third of Paradise feels more 
like a traditional gladed run, 
albeit with the steepness 
dial cranked way up. You’ll 
find widely spaced trees and 
stumps and lines limited only 
by your creativity. This is part 
of what makes Paradise spe-
cial: It never skis the same 
way twice.

In sight of the bottom, a 
band of hardwoods marks 
one final challenge. You may 
catch air by jumping over the 
root clusters, hug the banked 
turns between trees or tra-
verse left for a swoopy chute 
that’s somewhat disconnected 
from the rest of the trail. Or 
you can take the open bumps 
on the right.

Whatever your choice, Fox 
is 30 yards away. Pause on the 
flat, back where you had that 
first glimpse of Paradise, and 
relish your victory.

See you along Fall Line, en 
route to one of the most leg-
endary places in skidom.
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Along the 
 Fall Line

By Scott Silverstein

WISHES TO THANK 
OUR SPONSORS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT 

DURING THE PAST SEASON. 
We urge our members and the general public 
to patronize these establishments!

MANY THANKS TO SUGARBUSH 
RESORT’S CHAD KOENIG & THE  
RACING DEPARTMENT CREW!

&
Kathy Bollerud
Barbara Brady
Cheryl Brayman

Jim & Gale Cutchins
Al Hobart
Deb Koch

John Lussier
Mike Ware

Have a great summer! See you next year.  

PRIZE & AUCTION SPONSORS
Alpine Options 
American Flatbread
Cabot Cheese
Chez Henri
Clearwater Sports
Deerfield Knits
Designs By Loretta
Elevation Physical 
Therapy
Sugarbush Farmhouse  
Tune Shop
Fisher Auto Parts
Infinite Sports
Joe Grant Physical 
Therapy
Lori Klein Jewelry

Mad River Distillers
Mad River Glass
Micaiah’s Salon  
& Barbershop
Mint Restaurant
Mountainside  
Ski Service
Mutha Stuffers
Peasant Restaurant
Race Stock Sports
SlopeStyle Ski & Ride
Sportive
Sugarbush Guest 
Services
Sugarbush Golf Club
Sugarbush Ski &  
Ride School

Sugarbush Soaring
The Tempest Book 
Shop
The Blue Stone
The Butchery
The Common Man
The Pitcher Inn
Three Mountain Café
Umiak Outdoor 
Outfitters
VT North Ski Shop
Waitsfield  
Wine Shoppe
White River Golf Club
Whippletree Designs

RESTAURANT PARTY SPONSORS
Big Picture Theater
Bongiorno’s 
Castlerock Pub
Chez Henri

Home Plate
Fit to be Thai’d
Hyde Away
Mad River Barn
Round Barn Inn

Terra Rossa
Timbers
Tucker Hill Inn
White Horse Inn
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To conquer Paradise is a rite of passage at Mad River Glen.

Central Vermont’s Source for Fine Pre-Owned Automobiles

100 US Rt 2, Waterbury, VT

802.244.5606
800.287.5606

FOR A LIST OF INVENTORY OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT: SNOWFIREAUTO.COM FOR A LIST OF INVENTORY OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT: SNOWFIREAUTO.COM 

58,419 MILES CREW CAB, 4WD, MANUAL
TRANSMISSION, OBSIDIAN BLACK METALLIC
EXTERIOR, CARFAX CERTIFIED VEHICLE,
LIFETIME ENGINE WARRANTY.

$17,950

2012 Nissan Frontier SV

SPECIAL O’ THE WEEK

Don’t get stuck in a rut!
GET YOUR VEHICLE READY
FOR MUD SEASON!

PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED TECHNICIANS • ADVANCED DIAGNOSTICS

FREE
LOANER
VEHICLES

YOUR LOCAL 

AUTHORIZED DEALER
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