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SALES FOR FEBRUARY
Items on sale for the month of February 2018 Only! 

BULLEIT RYE  
WHISKEY
750mL

SALE PRICE

$2499

SAVE $4.00

JIM BEAM  
BOURBON 
1.75L

BACARDI  
SUPERIOR RUM 

1.75L

COINTREAU  
LIQUEUR
750mL

SALE PRICE

$3599

SAVE $4.00

BLACK  
VELVET
1.75L

SALE PRICE

$1499

SAVE $5.00

JACK DANIEL’S 
 OLD #7 BLACK

750mL

SALE PRICE

$2199

SAVE $4.00

BULLEIT BOURBON 
FRONTIER WHISKEY

750mL

SALE PRICE

$2499

SAVE $4.00

ABSOLUT  
VODKA
750mL

SALE PRICE

$1899

SAVE $3.00

JAMESON IRISH  
WHISKEY
750mL

SALE PRICE

$2499

SAVE $4.00

KAHLUA COFFEE  
LIQUEUR
750mL

PLATINUM 7X  
VODKA
1.75L

SALE PRICE

$1999

SAVE $8.00

KNOB CREEK  
BOURBON
750mL

SALE PRICE

$2999

SAVE $5.00

GRAND  
MARNIER 
750mL

SALE PRICE

$3799

SAVE $4.00

DEWAR'S WHITE 
LABEL SCOTCH

750mL

CANADIAN  
CLUB
1.75L

SALE PRICE

$2199

SAVE $3.00

1.75L

SALE PRICE

$2899

SAVE $6.00

SALE PRICE

$1999

SAVE $8.00
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SSSSALSALE PRICECEE

$$1999

SAVES  $8.00

SALE PRICE

$1699

SAVE $3.00

SALE PRICE

$1899

SAVE $3.00

750mL

SALE PRICE

$2099

SAVE $3.00

A Mad River Valley Olympics

The 2018 Winter Olympic 
Games kick off this week in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 
These are the first Winter 
Games in 12 years to be hosted 
by a city that actually experi-
ences winter. The 2014 Games 
were based in the resort town 
of Sochi, about the only place 
in Russia with palm trees; 
Vancouver presented the 2010 
Games on the famously mild 
Pacific Northwest coast.

On the other hand, Py-
eongChang is a tiny city, 
no larger than Burlington. 
Among cities that have hosted 
an Olympics, only Lilleham-
mer, Norway, is smaller. It took 
no small amount of infrastruc-
ture to bring PyeongChang 
to Olympic caliber. For one 
thing, they purposely built an 
entire ski resort.

It’s hard to believe that 
when South Korea won its 
Olympic bid, the downhill ski-
ing venue didn’t exist. But the 
vision has been there a long 
time. It was the early 1990s 
when alpine architect Bern-

hard Russi (now there’s a nifty 
job title) first surveyed the 
site that would one day be-
come Jeongseon Alpine Cen-
tre.

Russi assessed the unex-
plored terrain by helicop-
ter and then walked it with 
a detailed map in his hands. 
“Already when I was a skier, 
I liked to complain as all 
athletes do, saying what was 
wrong and how to do better,” 
the former World Cup racer 
explains. Clearing and con-
struction of the Jeongseon 
course started about seven 
years ago. The gondola was 
only finished in 2016, and 
snow cover remains a con-
cern.

One of the first athletes to 
test it will be Warren’s own 
Nolan Kasper, competing 
in his third Olympic Games. 
Kasper is a long shot, rank-
ing 44th in the world in the 
slalom. Watch him race on 
Thursday, February 22.

Also, competing in alpine 
skiing but representing her 
home country of Hong Kong 
is GMVS sophomore Ara-
bella Ng. Other Olympic ath-
letes from the Green Moun-
tain State include Amanda 
Pelkey from Montpelier (ice 
hockey), Liz Stephen from 
East Montpelier (Nordic ski-
ing), and Ryan Cochran-Siegle 
from Starksboro (Alpine Com-
bined). Altogether 13 Ver-
monters will represent the 
U.S. this year.

What if the Mad River Val-
ley hosted an Olympics? Well, 
we’d be crippled in debt and 
desecrated by all the con-
struction and deforestation. 
But, ignoring that, where 
would the venues be?

From a mountain perspec-
tive, the most restrictive 
event is probably the men’s 
downhill. FIS rules require 
a vertical drop of 750 to 1,100 
meters – that is, 2,400 to 3,600 
feet. About the only trail here 
that accommodates such a 
long descent without a flat-
out is, coincidentally, FIS. 
Sugarbush would still need to 
widen much of Lower FIS for 
safety fences and fall zones; 
a typical course width is 30 
meters (100 feet). Skiers regu-
larly clock over 80 miles per 
hour on the downhill.

If we didn’t piggyback on ex-
isting venues at Lake Placid, 

we could still handle a few 
other sports. Nordic events 
could use the trail networks 
at Ole’s or Blueberry Lake, 
although major trail widen-
ing and snowmaking would 
be in order. A halfpipe would 
fit nicely on Spring Fling, and 
Riemergasse already boasts 
one of the top terrain parks 
in the East. For the moguls 
event, it doesn’t get much bet-
ter than Stein’s Run.

Beyond there, imagining 
Olympic events in The Valley 
gets pretty silly. The Race Hill 
at Mad River Glen offers a de-
cent ski-jump landing, but the 
approach ramp would tower 

above the slope. While Ska-
tium would be thrilled to host 
ice hockey and figure skating, 
they’d need a larger rink and 
seats for about 10,000 spec-
tators. How about flooding 
the nascent Lawson’s Finest 
brewery floor to make a curl-
ing venue? Or a bobsled track 
parallel to Route 17?

The opening ceremonies 
will roll on Friday night in 
PyeongChang (which is Fri-
day morning here). You could 
watch it, but with 18 inches of 
fresh my guess is you’d rather 
be skiing. See you along the 
fall line.

Along the 
 Fall Line

By Scott Silverstein

Photo: Darren Taricani.
2034 Winter Olympic hopeful Evan Taricani, 4 1/2, skis Jester with his aunt and uncle.


