
History of the MRV: A saga in trail names

As we plunge headlong into 
spring, it doesn’t hurt to un-
fold the trail map and figure 
out where last night’s freeze 
will first soften to peel-away. 
When we do, we may notice a 
bunch of trails are eponymic. 
Murphy’s Glade? Joe’s Cruis-
er? Eaton’s Run? Who are 
these people?

Exploring the names behind 
the names tells a 70-year sto-
ry of skiing in The Valley. It 
all began with a man named 
Roland Palmedo, fresh from 
developing Stowe, who envi-
sioned a ski area without the 
commercial trappings. He 
opened Mad River Glen in 
1948.

There is no trail named af-
ter Palmedo, but there is a 
Moody’s, named after his first 
manager Howard Moody. Mad 

River went through managers 
fast in the early days. In 1952 
Moody handed the torch to 
Jack Murphy, and Murphy left 
in 1957 to develop Sugarbush 
with Damon and Sarah Gadd.

The Gadds were the first 
owners of Sugarbush. While 
they have no namesake trail, 
they do have a mountain 
(Gadd Peak, really just a 
bump atop the Super Bravo 
lift) as well as a condo devel-
opment (Gadd Brook, though 
there’s no actual brook with 
that name). Murphy was their 
first general manager, and 
it is fitting that his favorite 
trail descends from the top of 
Gadd Peak. We know it today 
as Murphy’s Glade. Further 
down is Lixi’s Twist, after Lixi 
Fortna who helped the trio 
run the mountain. Lixi also 
served as the first woman on 
Warren’s select board and a 
state representative.

Sugarbush has honored two 
of its ski school directors the 
same way, starting, of course, 
with Stein’s Run, named for 
and completely befitting the 
late great Stein Eriksen. Stein 
was succeeded by Sigi Grot-
tendorfer, who lends his name 
to Sigi’s Ripcord.

In 1991, a small warming hut 
on Gadd Peak was renovated 
in memory of Allyn Schecter, 
a young woman who loved to 
ski at Sugarbush. Allyn died 
in a plane crash on her way to 
The Valley on Christmas Eve 
1988. She’s behind the unusu-
al spelling of Allyn’s Lodge 

and Allyn’s Traverse.
More recently, Sugarbush 

named two tree-skiing runs 
for local celebrities. Film star 
John Egan owns the rights to 
Egan’s Woods, while Olympi-
an and former race director 
Doug Lewis is the man behind 
Lew’s Line.

Crossing Slide Brook and 
slipping back in time, Walt’s 
Trail (and mid-mountain res-
taurant Walt’s at the Glen 
House) were named after Walt 
Elliott, who developed Glen 
Ellen starting around 1962. 
Joe Allen Parkinson was El-
liott’s general manager before 
Glen Ellen joined Sugarbush 
in 1979. He puts the Joe in 
Joe’s Cruiser.

Now let’s return to Mad Riv-
er Glen. Their next manager 
after Murphy was Ken Quack-
enbush, and he stayed quite a 
bit longer. Ken played a star-
ring role in the ski area’s de-
velopment, designing many 
trails and building all three 
double chairs. He retired in 
1984 and remained a consul-
tant for a decade longer. He 
is immortalized by the trail 
Quacky.

True to Palmedo’s vision, 
Mad River never developed 
a resort village, but Godfrey 
Rockefeller built a family ski 
house there in 1957. It stands 
at the base of the trail now 
called Rockefeller’s. There’s 
no road to the house; you get 
there by skiing or by riding a 
private gondola.

More buildings followed, 
starting with the Hartford 
Ski Club. Their president at 

the time was Ed Eaton, who 
also headed the United States 
Eastern Amateur Ski Asso-
ciation. Eaton led the original 
clearing of Paradise in 1969 
and supervised many events 
including the Kandahar Rac-
es. His namesake trail, Eaton 
Run, was never pronounced 
correctly and so the latest 
trail map adds the expected 
apostrophe-s.

Then there’s the Cricket 
Club, run by Callie McAllis-
ter, who has worked at the 
mountain since 1973. Callie’s 
Corner opened in 2000 and 
pays tribute to McAllister’s 

role in raising little rippers.
Finally, when Mad River cut 

a new glade in 2015, the staff 
wanted to honor longtime 
mountain manager Nate Mar-
tin. He refused to name a trail 
after himself, so instead the 
ski area followed its conven-
tion of naming trails after ani-
mals and changed the spell-
ing to Marten. And that’s all … 
so far.

Still looking for that peel-
away? Wide southeast-facing 
slopes get the best morning 
sun. See you along the fall 
line.
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Th e heart and science of medicine.

IT’S AMAZING WHERE 
YOU CAN GO 

with access to a full spectrum of
orthopedic care behind a single door.

UVMHealth.org/CVMC/Ortho

CVMC ORTHOPEDIC CENTER
Find the comprehensive care you need locally from 

a team of providers with expertise in sports medicine, total 
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Call (802) 225-3970 today for appointment availability.

1311 Barre-Montpelier Road, Berlin

COACHES NEEDED!!!

Along the 
 Fall Line

The sled donated in memory of Ed Eaton resides on Eaton’s Run at 
Mad River Glen.
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