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We Service Most Brands ~
Foreign & Domestic

We Also Service ATVs, UTVs,
Dirt Bikes & Street Bikes
✥Complete Line of OEM and

After-Market Parts & Accessories
✥Full Line of Helmets & Accessories

✥Cylinder Reboring

Our Professionally Trained Technicians Will Keep Your Motorcycles In Tip Top Shape!

TIRES! TIRES ! TIRES!
If you’re buying your
motorcycle tires from

anyone else...
YOU’RE PAYINGTOO MUCH!

Over 350 Tires In Stock!
Call To Schedule Your Appointment

For Mounting & Balancing
★Computerized Wheel Balancing

★Coats Touchless Tire Mounting Machine

Get Ready for Summer!
BEFORE YOU HIT THE OPEN ROAD...

Complete Line of
BOATING

ACCESSORIES
&

WATER TOYS

Get Ready for Summer Fun Now!

Fishing &
Ski Boats
by...

Complete Boat Packages
with Trailer

Pontoon Boats
�1� ft. to �� f .

by...

Roll-In
Dock Systems!

Over 51 Years Of
Sales & Service
Over 52 Years Of
Sales & Service

Open Mon.-Fri. 8AM to 7PM
Sat. 8AM to 4PM

Official Vermont Inspection Station
forMotorcycles and Trailers

Over 58 Years Of
Sales & Service

795 VT RT 14 SOUTH
EAST MONTPELIER, VT 05651
802-476-3101
www.gillesmarine.com

★ GILLES SALES & SERVICE ★

TIRES! TIRES ! TIRES!
If you’re buying your
motorcycle tires from

anyone else...
YOU’RE PAYING
TOO MUCH!

Over 350 Tires In Stock!
Call To Schedule Your Appointment

For Mounting & Balancing
�Computerized Wheel Balancing

�Coats Touchless Tire Mounting Machine

We Service Most Brands ~
Foreign & Domestic

We Also Service ATVs, UTVs,
Dirt Bikes & Street Bikes
✥ Complete Line of OEM and

After-Market Parts & Accessories
✥ Full Line of Helmets & Accessories

✥ Cylinder Reboring

Over 59 Years of
Sales & Service

It ain’t over till it’s over

All winters are good ones in 
my book. I’ll remember 2018 
as a reboot of 2017. If you com-
pare the weather history from 
those two winters you’ll find 
the timing of big dumps and 
big thaws matched almost to 
the day. There were plenty 
of feasts and plenty of fam-
ines, but every outing on snow 
brought discovery and joy.

We had a top-to-bottom 
opening followed by a great 
snowy pattern to anchor the 
New Year’s holiday week. 
Then we grappled with li-
quor-freezing cold until mid-
January when a single warm 
day brought enough rain to 
knock our base back to zero.

We recovered inch by inch, 
got a big gift just before Presi-
dents Day, and then an ex-
tended warm spell sucked 
away the snowpack once 
again. All seemed lost until 
a March miracle cranked the 
powder volume up to 11. A 
month later we’re still riding 
that swell.

Which brings us to the pres-
ent holding pattern. With 
highs in the 30s and overcast 
skies day after day, the sap 

barely runs and the snow 
barely softens. But it doesn’t 
want to melt either, and new 
flakes keep refreshing the sur-
face. This weekend, sunshine 
and increasing temps may 
finally yield the corn bounty 
we’re all waiting for.

Off-season upkeep

Have you washed your jack-
et this year? Come to think of 
it, have you washed your jack-
et ever? They may not touch 
bare skin, but your shells and 
puffies deserve the same care 
as any other article of cloth-
ing. Throw them in the wash 
with your snow pants and 
other waterproof fabrics and 
use a tech detergent like Nik-
wax. You can get a single-load 
size, convenient for a product 
you only need once or twice a 
year.

If you’re new to the sport, 
spring might be the best time 
to buy your first skis or snow-
board. Pretty much every-
thing is on sale at Alpine Op-
tions and Vermont North as 
they shed the year’s inventory. 
The shops also sell lightly 
used rental setups. Scoring a 
great deal on equipment re-
ally tears down the entry bar-
rier to an expensive hobby.

Likewise, established skiers 
and riders should think about 
an upgrade – replacing a bent 
pole or a scratched goggle 
lens or a glove with more duct 
tape than insulation. Helmets 
are designed to last about 
five years; after that the foam 
breaks down even if you’ve 
never crashed. (Of course, af-
ter any head-on collision you 
should replace the helmet 
right away.)

It’s easy to toss your planks 

in a shed and forget about 
them until fall. But before 
you do that, please give your 
bases a generous coat of wax. 
A basic hydrocarbon (HC) wax 
works great, forming a mois-
ture barrier between the base 
and the ambient air.

I can’t stress enough the val-
ue of summer wax. Like fire-
wood, a bare base will dry out 
in storage. Unlike firewood, 
you don’t want your base 
to dry out. It’s the moisture 
trapped inside that keeps the 
surface smooth, frictionless 
and fast.

The corollary to this point is 

that you should leave wax on 
until the moment you’re ready 
to ski/ride again. There is 
nothing so frustrating as hav-
ing poor glide on an epic day. 
Don’t scrape your powder skis 
in November unless you’ll be 
using your powder skis in No-
vember.

It’s pretty easy to apply 
summer wax yourself. Melt 
the block of wax using a ski-
specific iron or a regular iron 
set to low (just don’t use it for 

clothes afterward). Drip the 
wax over your base and then 
spread it evenly. Or you can 
let a shop do the job for you. 
Have them sharpen your edg-
es while they’re at it, and next 
year you’ll be good to go.

But don’t give up on this 
season just yet. Castlerock re-
opened on Tuesday, proving 
the winter of 2018 is alive and 
well. See you along the fall 
line.

Along the 
 Fall Line

By Scott Silverstein

Skiers are still taking advantage of great turns as wintry conditions hold on into spring.


