
Why are there drag queens in my library?

On Saturday, November 17, 
at 3 p.m., the Warren Public 
Library will host Drag Queen 
Story Hour (DQSH) featuring 
Vermont-based drag queens 
Emoji Nightmare and Nikki 
Champagne. While it’s new to 
the Mad River Valley, DQSH is 
a national program created by 
Michelle Tea and Radar Pro-
ductions in San Francisco. Li-
braries in Vermont that have 
hosted DQSH include Varnum 
Memorial Library in Jeffer-
sonville, Kellogg Hubbard in 
Montpelier and the Richmond 
Free Library in Richmond.

PERFORMANCE ART
People wonder what hap-

pens at DQSH. While some 

people associate drag perfor-
mances solely with the bawdy 
humor of a cabaret, drag is a 
form of performance art that 
existed long before Shake-
speare employed it in his 
plays. Drag queens are artists 
who create glamorous, playful 
characters for any audience 
as the situation demands. At 
this family-friendly event, 
fabulous drag queens read 
children’s stories focused on 
themes of diversity, inclusion, 
social justice and creative ex-
pression. They may also sing 
songs and lead a simple craft 
such as paper crowns or fairy 
wands. Participants of all 
ages – both the young and the 
young at heart – are welcome 
to join in.

ROLE OF BOOKS
People often also wonder 

why a library might host this 
type of program. Many of us 
are familiar with the role 
that books can play in offer-
ing “mirrors and windows” 
to young readers. A mirror is 
a literary work that reflects 
a reader’s own culture, val-
ues and experiences. Seeing 
themselves represented in 
stories supports youngsters’ 
identity development. In con-
trast, windows in literature of-
fer readers a glimpse into the 
lives of others. Well, library 
programs – as well as books – 
offer mirrors and windows to 
patrons. In its role as a mir-
ror, DQSH meets the diversity, 

equity and inclusion stan-
dards outlined by the Ameri-
can Library Association 
(ALA) which state that “so-
cially excluded, marginalized 
and underrepresented peo-
ple, not just the mainstream 
majority, should be able to 
see themselves reflected in 
the resources and programs 
that libraries offer.” Seeing 
positive representations of 
people who break gender ste-
reotypes may be especially af-
firming for LGBTQ youth, who 
face higher than average risk 
of bullying, depression and 
suicide. As a window, DQSH 
provides a model of inclu-
sion, empathy and respect for 
others. Children who interact 
with many types of people be-
come adults who successfully 
meet the challenges of living 
in a diverse world.

DIVERSE VOICES
In sum, DQSH serves a 

weighty purpose in uphold-
ing the library’s commitment 
to providing a welcoming 
space for diverse voices and 
perspectives. The event it-
self promises to be playful, 
creative and fun. Learn more 
about DQSH at the national 
website dragqueenstoryhour.
org. 

The event is free and open 
to the public, adults and chil-
dren alike. Learn more about 
our performers at www.night-
pagne.com.
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Photo courtesy of Emoji Nightmare.
Drag Queen Story Hour features drag queens Emoji Nightmare and 
Nikki Champagne, who will read stories to children on Saturday, No-
vember 17, at 3 p.m. at the Warren Library. The event is free.

Performing the rites of fall in preparation

Get your flu shot. Switch 
your tires. Bag up your leaves. 
Change your bed sheets, and 
maybe your wardrobe, to 
flannel. Put the cap on your 
pickup truck. Stick season is 
a time of transition and ritual.

Several events mark that 
transition, starting with the 
ski sales that count off like a 
metronome every weekend 
from Columbus Day through 
Thanksgiving. The Waitsfield 
Ski & Skate Sale last weekend 
was hugely busy and hugely 
successful, raising record 
money for the Waitsfield PTA. 
If you missed it or if you didn’t 
find what you were looking 
for, you can enjoy ski swaps 
in Ludlow and Jeffersonville 
this coming weekend.

But you might not have time 
to travel, because Saturday 
night is everyone’s favorite 
winter kickoff party: the Big 
Kicker at Flatbread. Enjoy 
pizza and drink specials in 
the pavilion, a rollicking auc-

tion by the High Fives Foun-
dation and, of course, the rail 
jam. This year marks Mad 
River Glen’s 70th anniversary 
and Sugarbush’s 60th, so may-
be we’ll see a birthday cake 
too.

LAST RITUAL
One last ritual is the zenlike 

task of scraping summer wax 
off your skis and snowboards. 
As I mentioned back in the 
spring, a thick layer of wax 
protects your bases from dry-
ing out during the off season. 
(No worries if you didn’t, but 
do it next year.) While a shop 
can give you a professional 
scrape, combined with a tune 
up and a binding check, I pre-
fer to do the job at home.

All it takes is a $5 rectangu-
lar piece of plastic, available 
at any ski shop in The Valley. 
Scrape from tip to tail, nev-
er in reverse, and enjoy the 
satisfaction as curls of wax 
shave off until your bases are 
as smooth as first tracks on a 
powder day.

FAST GRASS  
AND DEEP POW

The view from Waitsfield 
Village is deceptive. Looking 
up at the white slopes, 2 inch-
es of snow appears the same 
as 20. Some folks go skiing 
regardless. Driving past Mad 
River after a series of minor 
snow showers in late October, 
a few tracks came all the way 
down to the base where the 
snow faded into MRG – moss, 
rocks and grass.

Fast grass is anything from 
a dusting to about 4 inches of 
snow on top of bare ground. 
Ski trails laid bare have a lot 
of surface roughness, which is 

one reason resorts try to cover 
them with a firm snow base. 
Sliding down without that 
base means you feel every ant 
hill. Other hazards range from 
abrupt changes in snow depth 
to barely covered water bars.

I don’t recommend grass 
skiing to the faint of heart 
or the tender of butt. If you 
fall it’s gonna hurt, and even 
if you don’t take a beating 
your equipment most cer-
tainly will. The good news is 
that your old, beat-up skis/
board will work just as badly 
as your new stuff. Many dedi-
cated fast-grass skiers don’t 
even use rock skis but “junk 

boards” that they dedicate to 
this one activity. I’ve seen old 
snowboards cut in half to take 
advantage of their pontoon-
like reverse camber.

Your edges can’t engage on 
grass, so the only dependable 
way to stop is to guide your 
tips (or your nose if you’re on 
a snowboard) until they point 
across the trail or uphill. Pa-
tience is the name of the game 
as you cross the fall line look-
ing for a smooth spot to steer.

Early-season skiers and rid-
ers choose their trails care-
fully. Moderate pitches are 
smoother than steep ones; 
gravel service roads should 

be avoided at all cost. Thanks 
to social media, I know a few 
savvy skiers have already 
found powder stashes, or at 
least they’ve kicked up a big 
enough cloud to look like 
powder stashes. Not me.

But marginal conditions 
won’t last long, and with a 
week of below-freezing tem-
peratures ahead both resorts 
are cranking every snow gun 
they have. Sugarbush opens 
this weekend and Mad River 
projects an opening date of its 
own for maybe the first time 
ever: December 15. 

See you along the fall line.
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Sugarbush painted new trail signs for the upcoming ski season.
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