
Mountain upgrades? They’ve made a few

It’s still a month early and 
the snow shows no signs of 
stopping. But before that 
started, the winter of 2019 of-
fered little in the way of an-
ticipation. The Valley has no 
new chairlifts, no new base 
lodges and no new terrain. 
Nevertheless, both Sugarbush 
and Mad River Glen made 
improvements over the sum-
mer and they have even more 
in store for next year. Let’s 
break it down.

MAD RIVER GAINS
Of course, MRG makes snow! 

Thanks to a new pump house, 
the ski area can now run up 
to five guns at once. That may 
sound like a joke, but the 
management takes snowmak-
ing seriously – during a thaw, 
a manmade base in the right 
place makes all the differ-
ence between open and nope.

The reach of the snow guns 
increased, too. According 
to Ski School director Dave 
Knoop, new pipes and electri-
cal power enable snowmaking 

above the Birdcage almost to 
the bottom of Gazelle. That’s 
about as high as they can go 
within the bylaws of the co-
op (which restrict snowmak-
ing above 2,300 feet), but high 
enough to make the begin-
ners’ way down far more reli-
able.

Speaking of the Birdcage, 
it’s a little cozier this year 
thanks to a new Arctic en-
trance. Gone are the days of 
yelling at skiers to close the 
door as they enter and exit. A 
wraparound porch provides 
a sweet springtime hangout 
spot, and a downstairs en-
trance provides access to the 
bathrooms even when the 
main building is closed.

The Practice Slope lift re-
ceived a bunch of upgrades, 
although it would take an 
eagle eye to notice them. The 
towers have new tops and the 
motor was replaced, allow-
ing it to operate at variable 
speeds – a boon for kids and 
other lift-riding novices.

Subtler still are improve-
ments to the terrain. Moun-
tain work crews replaced 
culverts so the trails drain 
better, continuing their effort 
from last summer. They also 
did some heavy earthwork at 
the top of Chipmunk, flatten-
ing an annoying uphill grade 
on Easy Way.

Payouts from the Preserve 
Our Paradise campaign will 
fund many more projects in 
the coming years. Next on 
the docket is remodeling the 
Basebox to add bathrooms 
on the main floor and elimi-
nate the entry bottleneck. The 
Stark Mountain Foundation 
welcomes donations.

SUGARBOOSTS
Snowmaking was this sum-

mer’s big capital item at Sug-
arbush as well. The resort 
continued its effort to convert 
its entire fleet to top-of-the-
line SnowLogic guns. These 
guns can spray water in a fine 
mist enabling them to make 
snow in marginal tempera-
tures – even above freezing if 
the air is dry enough.

The SnowLogic guns can 
convert water with one-hun-
dredth the air input of the old 
models, which makes them 
quieter and cheaper to run. 
Snowmaking improvements 
have reduced Sugarbush’s 
electricity usage by 30 per-
cent, says vice president of 
guest services Amber Broad-
way.

Also new this year, Sugar-
bush has equipped its Pisten-
Bully groomers with GPS-pow-
ered devices that measure 
snow depth. This advance 
will enable the snow surfaces 
team to conduct their opera-
tions with surgical precision, 
moving and manufacturing 
snow where it’s needed most.

But that pales in compari-
son to next year’s plans. At 
Mt. Ellen, Vermont Adaptive 
will finally get the home of 
its dreams. A new three-story 
wing of the base lodge will in-
clude office space, equipment 
storage, lockers, gear-up and 
special purpose rooms for 
athletes and volunteers, and 
an L-shaped extension to the 
back deck. An elevator will 
make the entire lodge acces-

sible.
Sugarbush has made a six-

figure contribution to help 
fund the project, but Vermont 
Adaptive loves donations 
from the public too. I’ll write 
more about the Home Sweet 
Home campaign in a future 
column.

I leave you with a bit of po-
etry:
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Remember, remember! 
That epic November, 
Of snowfall so fertile and 

I know of no doubters, 
So pull out your powders  
I’ll see you along the fall 
line!

Library
Continued from Page 3
said Stephenson.

Library trustees hope to 
contact Black River Design 
in Montpelier for a free con-
sultation on transforming the 
Town Hall. The board of trust-
ees hopes to identify how the 
Town Hall space could cater 
to needs that were raised in 
their outreach. “We will then 

share this plan along with 
a proposed budget at Town 
Meeting in March for discus-
sion and to determine the best 
next steps,” said Stephenson.

SOME OPPOSED
There are some Moretown 

community members who are 
opposed to the library relo-
cation on the grounds that 
heating and electricity costs 

would rise. The group names 
themselves as the Friends of 
the Town Hall, and its mem-
bers worry that the potential 
for additional income could 
be lost if the library moved in.

“There is already a not in-
significant cost to keep the 
building maintained and 
warm enough, and right now 
there is very little use as it 
sits empty most of the time. 
Moving the library would also 
shift our current electric/heat 
costs to the new space and re-
lieve some of the anticipated 
increase. If it becomes the 
gathering place that people 
say the community needs, 
then the benefit would be 
worth it,” replied Stephenson 
in response to those concerns.

Asked what would her ideal 
space look like if she could 
imagine it? Stephenson re-
plied it would be similar to 
the feedback from the com-
munity surveys.

“Based on what the com-
munity has shared with us in 
terms of goals and needs, I 
would like to see the library 
act as an anchor in the Town 
Hall to create a flexible com-
munity space available to in-
dividuals and groups large 
and small to simply gather 
or participate in a variety of 
events (library directed or 
not), as well as provide ac-
cess to a evolving collection of 
books and other materials for 
visitors of all ages to enjoy.”


