
Public schools in Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and 
New York are on vacation this 
week. But not Vermont and 
New Hampshire; they take 
their vacation next week. Why 
do the states do that?

I always figured it was for 
the benefit of ski resorts. 
February is the heart of win-
ter, and just about everybody 
who skis/rides at all uses the 
February holiday to do it. So 
instead of overflowing with 
crowds for a single week the 
resorts get to spread the busi-
ness over two weeks (two and 
a half with Town Meeting 
Day).

It’s an awfully narrow indus-
try to dictate school sched-
ules, but maybe I’m not far off. 
The world’s largest tourism 
business, TUI, has recently 
called for school districts 
in Europe to stagger their 
breaks so the company could 
offer cheaper rates. It seems 
demand is so great during 
the school holidays that many 
parents pull their kids out of 
school to take vacations at off-
peak times.

But here in the U.S. of A. 
our breaks are already stag-
gered and we don’t have that 
problem at all. My parents 
certainly never took me out of 
school for great skiing. Cough, 
cough. Whatever the reason, 
the split-up vacations work 
great for our tourism econo-
my. Local skiers and riders 
get a bonus with nonholiday 
pricing next week, avoiding 

the blackout dates on their 
value pass.

Late February does deliver 
reliable snowpack (though 
March is even better) and con-
ditions right now are nothing 
short of fantastic. The groom-
ers ski buttery smooth, and 
you’ll find consistent smear-
able packed powder on trails 
like Glades and Tumbler. 
Nearly every day brings bril-
liant sunshine that would 
make a Coloradan jealous.

The jet stream this season 
has targeted north-central 
Vermont with lots of stormi-
ness. It snows and snows and 
snows, and then one day it 
warms up and squashes all 
that snow down to base-build-
ing boilerplate. A couple days 
later, it snows again. I keep 
thinking back to the amazing 
jump-start we got in late No-

vember, and how well it set 
us up for the winter. Without 
a base a thaw is crippling; 
with one it only takes a few 
inches of fresh for the trails to 
bounce back.

Events and activities
Skiing 4 Scholars kicked off 

last week at Mad River Glen. 
Every Friday through the end 
of March, students in Har-
wood and Mt. Abraham school 
districts can ski after school 
at no charge. Free rentals and 
free lessons are available too. 
Best of all, the Practice Slope 
lift runs until 5 p.m.

No strings attached – the 
freebies are funded by a grant 
from the Reed Family Foun-
dation. It’s a perfect opportu-
nity for young skiing addicts 
and wannabes to get some 
one-on-one instruction or just 
squeeze in a few extra turns.

Mad River also held its an-
nual Family Tournament last 
Saturday, where various com-
binations of relatives race 
down a giant slalom course 
and are judged by their com-
bined time. The Downing-
McAllister family entered 
three generations of skiers 

and took home the overall 
cup, winning six divisions 
along the way. They were on 
site the previous day to study 
the course as big snowflakes 
defied the forecast. “I like this 
kind of rain,” said Buny McAl-
lister.

This Saturday is the Rock-
efeller Challenge. That thing 
you always wanted to do as a 
kid is an official event now. 
Tuck down the Practice Slope 
Race Hill and see how far you 
can glide up Rockefeller’s 
across the base area.

At Mt. Ellen, don’t miss the 
Champagne Cowbell Party 
after skiing on Saturday. Aim 
your cork and try to hit the 
cowbell hanging from the 
bar ceiling. At Lincoln Peak, 
the ninth annual Dog Parade 
headlines a Saturday evening 
that also includes a Mad River 
Distillers tasting, s’mores and 
live music. Then on Sunday 
watch some serious slope-side 
talent, or show off your own, 
at the USASA-sanctioned rail 
jam in Riemergasse Terrain 
Park.

See you along the fall line.
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PHYS I CA L TH E RAPY
JOE GRANTPT, ATC, EdM

31 years of orthopedic and sports rehabilitation experience.

496-2422
Brook Road, Warren, VT
joegrantpt.com

➤ Improve Normal Range of Motion
➤  Restore Normal Tissue and Joint 

Mobility to Decrease Pain
➤  Customized Home Exercise Programs 

and Treatment Plans
➤ Acute and Chronic conditions
➤ Movement Evaluation and Coaching

Serving the Valley Since 1993

Certified Physical Therapist and  
Athletic Trainer serving both athletes 
and non-athletes.
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By Scott Silverstein

Presidents week: Prime time in The Valley

Central Vermonts source for fine pre-owned automobiles since 1979

100 US Rt 2, Waterbury, VT

FOR A LIST OF INVENTORY OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT: SNOWFIREAUTO.COM FOR A LIST OF INVENTORY OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT: SNOWFIREAUTO.COM 

802.244.5606
800.287.5606

WEEKLY
SPECIAL

PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED TECHNICIANS • ADVANCED DIAGNOSTICS
SALES: TUE - FRI 10-7 • SAT 10-4 | SERVICES: MON - FRI 7:30-5 | AFTER HOURS DROP OFF/PICK UP AVAILABLE!

FREE
LOANER
VEHICLES

YOUR LOCAL 

AUTHORIZED DEALER

2017 MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER
33,387 MILES, AUTO TRANSMISSION,
AWD, WHITE OVER BEIGE CLOTH, 7
PASSENGER SUV W/HEATED SEATS,
CLEAN CARFAX

$16,950

91 MAIN STREET, STOWE VILLAGE ~ 802.253.3033
STOWE@FERROJEWELERS.COM ~ FERROJEWELERS.COM/STOWE

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK.COM/FERRO.JEWELERS

25% OFF
REPAIRS

Performed by Our Master Jewelers 
Ring Sizing • Cleaning • Stone Tightening • Rhodium Plating

�

20% OFF
APPRAISALS
Performed by Our Graduate Gemologists

Coupon valid on original retail pricing

*Valid  through  2019. Coupon must be presented at time of drop-off.

Let 
it 

Snow


