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Along the 
 Fall Line

By Scott Silverstein

Activities
Tour 75+ exhibits and talk with experts about solar power, weatherization,
heat pumps, electric vehicles, biomass, energy audits, pellet stoves and more
Learn how to reduce fuel bills, save energy and shrink emissions
Participate in break-out discussions on many interesting topics
Kids can enjoy a free show by Marko the Magician at 11 AM
Benefit from Free On-site Electronics Recycling 9:30 AM to 2 PM!
Enjoy local food, drink and Free Ice Cream!

Break-Out Sessions 
                  ROOM 1                                  ROOM 2
11 AM        Heat Pumps & Weatherization       Marko the Magician
NOON      Going Solar                                  Green Financing & Incentives
1 PM           Going Solar                                  Pellets & Efficient Wood Heat

For information, contact Ned Houston:
802-244-7829 • hesplanning@gmail.com 

www.waterburyleap.org

Visit the largest energy fair in Vermont!

LEAP ENERGY FAIR
Saturday, April 6, 9 AM to 3 PM (Free Admission)

Crossett Brook Middle School Gym, Duxbury

Life begins in April with rites of spring

Rain showers dampened 
costumes but not spirits at the 
Mt. Ellen Ender party Sunday. 
North is closed as of April 1, 
which means for the earn-
your-turns crowd it’s finally 
open.

Due to dangerous stuff on 
the hill like groomers and 
snowmaking hoses, Sugar-
bush prohibits hiking early 
season and limits it while the 
mountains are open. From 
December through March, 
skins and snowshoes at Mt. El-
len are confined to one desig-
nated uphill route, available 
five hours in the evening and 
three hours in the early morn-
ing.

This year Pisten Bully driv-
ers have had several close 
calls with hikers who ig-
nored the rules – one driver 

even captured a scary low-
visibility near-miss on video. 
In response, Sugarbush an-
nounced in January that they 
were considering a complete 
hiking ban.

Thankfully, the threat 
knocked some sense into the 
scofflaws and uphill travel 
is still allowed today. And 
now that mountain opera-
tions have concluded at Mt. 
Ellen, no restrictions apply 
aside from GMVS practicing 
on Inverness. On a sunny day, 
I could lap FIS until the cows 
come home.

But spring snow needs ski-
er traffic to churn it into the 
creamy corn we all crave, and 
for that reason I’ll make most 
of my turns where the lifts are 
still spinning. Lincoln Peak 
and Mad River Glen have a 
wicked deep base, buffed by 
a 30-inch storm in late March 
and crowned by 6 inches on 
April Fools’ Day. MRG says 
they’ll stay open through 
April 14 and Sugarbush aims 
for the first weekend in May, 
but they’d love to extend their 
closing dates if conditions 
permit.

Indeed, the natural snow 
will last as long as freeze-
thaw cycles dominate the 
forecast. And manmade snow, 
like the heavy dose on Stein’s 
Run (where the whales have 
finally been groomed out, 
thank Gadd), will weather a 
few rainstorms too. Give us 
a solid sugaring pattern and 
we’ll be mogul-bopping well 
into next month.

ACTIVITIES GALORE
Pond skimming, that time-

less rite of spring, is sched-
uled for Saturday at the base 
of Spring Fling. The event will 
be followed by Sugarbush’s 
inaugural Wall of Fame in-
duction ceremony, complete 

with fireworks (but no torch-
light parade). Over at MRG 
the vertical challenge is going 
down Sunday – can you match 
the all-time record of 30 runs 
on the Single Chair?

Looking further ahead, Lin-
coln Peak hosts a snowboard-

only terrain park event on Sat-
urday, April 13, to benefit the 
Chill Foundation. And Easter 
comes late this year, but right 
now it looks like both moun-
tains may pull off trail-based 
egg hunts on Sunday, April 21.

See you along the fall line.
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