
36 years of Fall Line – a brief history

John Dockendorf directs 
an outdoor program for teens 
called Adventure Treks. Dock 
makes a point of getting to 
know every student, and I 
first met him while looking 
for a summer trip at the age 
of 14. His background sealed 
the deal; not only did he live 
for seven years in The Valley 
where my family loved to ski, 
but he was actually the voice 
of skiing here. Dock is the 
original author of Along the 
Fall Line.

It all started when he wrote 
a letter to the paper about the 
impending 1983-1984 ski sea-
son. Dock recalls, “[Then Pub-

lisher Alvin] Benjamin liked 
it enough that he asked me to 
be his ski columnist! It was a 
lot of fun!”

The column provided a ski-
er’s perspective on current 
conditions and events. Cap-
turing the ski-bum lifestyle, 
Dock peppered his prose with 
stories and quotes from fel-
low bums like Patrick “Run-
ion-Face” Lonsdale and Dave 
“No Brains” O’Bryan. He end-
ed each column with “See you 
on the mountain.”

The early days of Fall Line 
lacked consistency. Jim Bell-
inghiri, a Lipke Demonstra-
tion Team member, wrote it 
in the late 1980s and brought 
cross-country skiing into the 
mix. (Did you know The Valley 
used to have four cross-coun-
try ski areas?) Tim O’Connor, 
Bill Hickey and Ed Brennan 
also authored the column 
briefly. Articles saw print only 
from January through March, 
and not every week. The 1992 
season had none at all.

Phil Kiendl Jr. ended the 
hiatus in February 1993 and 
established a pattern. Writ-
ing for five-plus winters, 
Phil’s Fall Line appeared in 
every paper from November 
through April – an exhaust-
ing schedule for a part-time 
writer. Phil, who worked at 
The Grill Down Under, had a 

passion for competitive ski-
ing events and gave equal ink 
to Sugarbush and Mad River 
Glen. His signature sign-off 
changed weekly: “We’ll look 
for you on the summits” or 
“See you on the bump line” or 
simply “See you there.”

My generation will forever 
think of Fall Line as John At-
kinson’s column. John held 
the post for nine seasons start-
ing late 1998. He worked at 
Sugarbush and focused on his 
adventures there. John told 
lots of personal narratives 
and gave tips on how best to 
enjoy the current stashes. It 
was John who made “See you 
along the fall line” the stan-
dard closing.

In 2007 Peter Oliver be-
gan writing Nordic Notes for 
cross-country skiers, and from 
then on the two columns alter-
nated weeks. Meanwhile Bill 
Stinson, a boot fitter at Alpine 
Options, took over Fall Line. 
As social media became the 

go-to source for resort infor-
mation, Bill pivoted the col-
umn’s focus from news to es-
says on a wide range of snow 
sports topics. Behind-the-
scenes articles about trade 
shows and ski testing were 
fascinating reads.

Bruce Perry took the reins 
in 2010 and offered a fresh 
voice as a father and weekend 
warrior, not an industry em-
ployee. Bruce wrote frequent-
ly about kids’ programs and 
earning your turns. He also 
dedicated one column each 
year to climate change.

A COLLECTIVE MEMOIR
To reread old columns is 

to reminisce on a lifetime of 
snowy memories. Dock and 
Jim recall late-spring ski-
ing at Mt. Ellen with its ideal 
lift configuration. (Compare 
with Lincoln Peak this year: 
Heaven’s Gate could be spin-
ning today if only we had a 
way to get there!) Phil docu-
ments how the American Ski-

ing Company transformed 
Sugarbush in 1995: the ecsta-
sy of high-speed lifts and the 
agony of the short-lived Green 
Mountain Chair.

Phil also chronicles the 
ice storm of 1998 and its af-
termath. John tells glorious 
stories from the Valentine’s 
Day storm of 2007 and la-
ments growing crowds in the 
backcountry – in 1999. Almost 
everybody writes about the 
annual NATO Telemark Festi-
val, which in its day was basi-
cally the free-heeling equiva-
lent of Woodstock.

Who will be the next to pen 
our collective memoir? In 
case it inspires you, Fall Line 
has never been written by a 
woman or by a snowboarder. 
One thing I can guarantee: 
We’ll never run out of things 
to say about this thrilling, lu-
natic sport we share. Happy 
trails and see you along the 
fall line.
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A safety barrier becomes a makeshift ski rack at Lincoln Peak last weekend.

‘The Two Brothers’
Continued from Page 3
named Kew who brought him 
to his farm via a horse-drawn 
sleigh.

Kew’s farm was only a mile 
from the Tucker farm where 
his brother, Henry, was work-

ing, yet neither knew.
On an April day, Farmer 

Tucker sent Henry to help 
mend the fence that ran be-
tween the Kew and Tucker 
farms, telling him that Farm-
er Kew would be sending his 
hired helper to give him a 
hand.

They recognized each other 

along that fence, embraced 
and rejoiced at their good for-
tune and in the years that fol-
lowed they bought the Tucker 
farm. Henry married and 
raised a family and the kids 
would sometimes ask for the 
tale of how the brothers came 
to America and how they 
found each other.

Unique Hand-Made Art Glass

COME VISIT OUR  
GALLERY & GLASS 
BLOWING STUDIO

4237 MAIN STREET 
ROUTE 100

WAITSFIELD VILLAGE

802-496-9380
GALLERY OPEN DAILY

MAD RIVER GLASS GALLERY

496-3928 
news@ValleyReporter.com

LET US KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR
Anniversaries • Art 
Exhibits • Auditions 

• Birthdays • Classes 
• Children’s Events 
• Church Events • 

Clinics • Craft Fairs 
• Concerts • Farmers’ 
Markets • Marathons 
• Musical Festivals • 

Parades • Open Houses 
• Playgroups • Recitals 

• Support Groups 
• Lectures • Public 

Meetings • School Plays 
• Ski Races • Theater 
• Sporting Events • 

Workshops


